
 

Participant Information Sheet: Historic Drought and Flooding in Staffordshire  

Questionnaire 

You are being invited to participate in a research study. Before you decide whether to 

participate, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it 

will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and feel free to ask us 

if you would like more information or if there is anything that you do not understand. We would 

like to stress that you do not have to accept this invitation and should only agree to take part 

if you want to. 

The purpose of the study 

We are researching public understanding and perception of drought, in the past and today. 

This questionnaire will allow me to form an initial assessment of understanding of drought and 

will inform further research and interviews. This is a joint project between the Staffordshire 

Record Office and the University of Liverpool. 

Who can participate? 

Our study is open to anyone over the age of 18, or over the age of 16 with permission from a 

parent or guardian. We are unable to accept participants under the age of 16. 

What will the study involve?  

This study involves a printed questionnaire, or a digital version of the same to return by email. 

If you need it in a different format please ask. Your responses will be used to identify potential 

oral history participants, and anonymously entered into a database. If you do not want to be 

contacted in the future, just indicate this at the end of the questionnaire. If you would like to 

find out more about are research, we give regular updates about the progress of the project 

on our blog (www.floodanddrought.wordpress.com).  

Can I chose not to take part in the study? 

Yes, participation is entirely voluntary, and you may withdraw at any time, without explanation. 

If you withdraw you may request that we dispose of any information we hold relating to you or 

allow us to continue to use the existing information. If data has been anonymised it may not 

be possible for us to remove it from the project. Following the study, all personal identifiable 

information will be destroyed.  

What if there is a problem? 

If you are unhappy, or if there is a problem, please feel free to let us know by contacting Dr 

Neil Macdonald (neil.macdonald@liverpool.ac.uk) or the Staffordshire Record Office and we 

will try to help. If you remain unhappy or have a complaint which you feel you cannot come to 

us with then you should contact the Research Governance Officer at ethics@liv.ac.uk. When 

contacting the Research Governance Officer, please provide details of the name or description 

of the study (so that it can be identified), the researcher(s) involved, and the details of the 

complaint you wish to make.  

Contact Details  

Principal Investigator: Dr Neil Macdonald (neil.macdonald@liverpool.ac.uk)  

Student Investigators: Alice Harvey-Fishenden (alice.harvey-fishenden@liverpool.ac.uk)  

Staffordshire Record Office, Matthew Blake, Participation and Engagement Officer 

(matthew.blake@staffordshire.gov.uk)  
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